[The origins of the Czech Society of Cardiology and of Czech cardiology].
The paper presents the origins of the Czech Society of Cardiology on the one hand, and the origins of Czech cardiology on the other. The Czech Society of Cardiology is the third oldest in the world (after the American and German Societies). It was founded in 1929 by Prof. Libenský. As early as in 1933, the Society organised the first international congress of cardiologists in Prague, which was attended by 200 doctors, out of which 50 were from abroad. The most participants came from France and Poland. Other participants came from England, Argentina, Belgium, the Netherlands, Italy, Romania, Spain and Switzerland. The worldwide importance of this congress is apparent from the fact that both the World Society of Cardiology and the European Society of Cardiology (EKS) were founded after World War II in the years 1950 and 1952, i.e. almost 20 years after the first international congress of cardiology in Prague. In 1964, the Fourth Congress of European Society of Cardiology was held in Prague with the participation of 1,500 specialists from 31 countries and chaired by Prof. Pavel Lukl, the later president of EKS (1964- 1968). The paper also presents the work of our specialists in WHO and the history of the international journal Cor et Vasa issued by the Avicenum publishing house in Prague in English and Russian in the years 1958- 1992. An important role in the development of our cardiology was played by certain departments and clinics. In 1951, the Institute for Cardiovascular Research (ÚCHOK) was founded in PrahaKrč, thanks to the initiative of MU Dr. František Kriegl, the Deputy Minister of Health. Its first director was Klement Weber, who published, as early as in 1929, a monograph on arrhythmias - 50 years earlier than arrhythmias started to be at the centre of attention of cardiologists. Klement Weber was one of the doctors of President T. G. Masaryk during his serious disease towards the end of his life. Jan Brod was the deputy of Klement Weber in the Institute and the chair of its Scientific Council. The Institute for Cardiovascular Research was the third institute for cardiovascular diseases in the world. The origins of Czech cardiology are documented in three most important areas - the treatment of hypertension, the development of cardiothoracic surgery and the development of treatment of acute myocardial infarction. Hradec Králové became, thanks to Academician Bedrna, the first centre of cardiac surgery in this country. The development of hypertension treatment was stormy, thanks to the discovery of an effective pharmacotherapy, from the originally incurable malignant hypertension to the well curable benign hypertension. The effective treatment of acute infarction was based on the development of heart defibrillation enabling the establishment of coronary units, and later on the thrombolytic and antiplatelet therapies up to the contemporary PCI as the treatment of choice. During that time, AIM mortality decreased from the original 30% to the present 4- 5%.